
3 Steps to Know the Will of God 

1. What does the Bible say?  Psalm 119 
A command to obey? A sin to avoid? Wisdom to heed? 

2. What does godly counsel say? 
• Those who know you best.  
• Those who know the Bible well.  
• Those who you know will pray for you. 
• Those who you know will speak the truth, in love, even 

when it’s tough. 
Proverbs 15:22 “Without counsel plans fail, but with many 
advisers they succeed.” 

3. What does the Holy Spirit say? 
1 John 4:1–6 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit…” 

NOTE: The Dangers of Misstepping  

NOTE: The Dangers of Disregarding 

But When You Do Misstep… 
Jeremiah 10:24 “Correct me, O LORD, but in justice; 
not in your anger,  lest you bring me to nothing” 
- Admit Your Sin 
- Confess Your Need 
- Receive His Forgiveness, Healing, & Strength 
- Learn & Live 

2020 Bible Reading Plan: The New Testament!!! 
Will you join us? IN FELLOWSHIP WITH SOMEONE? 

Week #28: Colossians 4, Ephesians 1-4 

Choose Wisely Your Freedom 
…From God OR In God 

Lessons from Jeremiah  
Jeremiah 10:23-24 (ESV) 

The Will of God 
What is God’s will? Where does it lead? 

1. His P          - God’s Sovereign Will -  what will 
happen; sometimes shown, sometimes hidden 
• Ephesians 1:11 “In him we have obtained an inheritance, 

having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will” 

• Isaiah 14:24 “The LORD of hosts has sworn: ‘As I have 
planned, so shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it 
stand’” 

• Isaiah 46:10 “declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall 
stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose’” 

• Psalm 33:11 “The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the 
plans of his heart to all generations.” 

2 Parts to His Sovereign Will 

- God’s E                        Will - what He does directly 
• Genesis 1:3 “God said, “Let there be light,” & there was light.” 

- God’s P                   Will - what He allows or permits 
• 1 Peter 3:17 “For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that 

should be God's will, than for doing evil.” (ESV) 
• Job & Satan  - Job 1:12, Joseph & His brothers - Genesis 50:20  
• Jeremiah 19:4–5 “the people have forsaken me…which I did 

not command or decree, nor did it come into my mind” 
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2.  His V                 - God’s Revealed Will  
- what He commands through the Bible 

• Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things belong to the LORD 
our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us & to our 
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 

• 1 Peter 1:15–16 “but as he who called you is holy, you also be 
holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, 
for I am holy.” 

• Micah 6:8 “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what 
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:3 “For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality” 

3. His H                   - God’s Dispositional Will  
- what He loves or hates 

• 1 Timothy 2:4 “who desires all people to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth.” 

• Ezekiel 18:23 “ Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
declares the Lord God, and not rather that he should turn 
from his way and live?” 

• Ezekiel 33:11  “Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way  live; turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?” 

• 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 

The Will of Man 
What is man’s will? Where does it lead? 

1. Freedom                the Revealed Will of 
God - You Are Able (Free) to Disobey 

Man’s Will - without God - old man, flesh, sin, deaf, 
blinded, enslaved, captive, dead, evil, wicked, foolish 

Disobeying God’s Revealed Will - Leads to Hell 
1 John 2:16–17 “For all that is in the world—the desires of 
the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world. [17] And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the 
will of God abides forever.” 

Man’s Free Choice - that you will answer for, whether in 
ignorance, or willful disobedience or disregard 

2. Freedom            the Will of God - Life 

Man’s Will - in-dwelt by the Spirit - new man, spirit, 
forgiven, righteous, holy, hears, sees, free, alive, wise 

Yielded to God’s Plan - Humility 
Jeremiah 10:23-24 “I know, O LORD, that the way of man is not 
in himself, that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.” 

Yielded to God’s Voice - Trust 
Romans 12:2 “you may discern what is the will of God” 

Yielded to God’s Heart -  Love 
Ephesians 6:5–6 “doing the will of God from the heart” 
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Choose Wisely Your Freedom 
…From God OR In God 

Lessons from Jeremiah  
Jeremiah 10:23-24 (ESV) 

The Will of God 
What is God’s will? Where does it lead? 

1. His Plan - God’s Sovereign Will -  what will 
happen; sometimes shown, sometimes hidden 
• Ephesians 1:11 “In him we have obtained an inheritance, 

having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will” 

• Isaiah 14:24 “The LORD of hosts has sworn: ‘As I have 
planned, so shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it 
stand’” 

• Isaiah 46:10 “declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall 
stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose’” 

• Psalm 33:11 “The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the 
plans of his heart to all generations.” 

2 Parts to His Sovereign Will 

- God’s Efficacious Will - what He does directly 
• Genesis 1:3 “God said, “Let there be light,” & there was light.” 

- God’s Permitted Will - what He allows or permits 
• 1 Peter 3:17 “For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that 

should be God's will, than for doing evil.” (ESV) 
• Job & Satan  - Job 1:12, Joseph & His brothers - Genesis 50:20  
• Jeremiah 19:4–5 “the people have forsaken me…which I did 

not command or decree, nor did it come into my mind” 

2.  His Voice - God’s Revealed Will - what He 
commands through the Bible 

• Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things belong to the LORD 
our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us & to our 
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 

• 1 Peter 1:15–16 “but as he who called you is holy, you also be 
holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, 
for I am holy.” 

• Micah 6:8 “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what 
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:3 “For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality” 

3. His Heart - God’s Dispositional Will - what He 
loves or hates 

• 1 Timothy 2:4 “who desires all people to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth.” 

• Ezekiel 18:23 “ Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
declares the Lord God, and not rather that he should turn 
from his way and live?” 

• Ezekiel 33:11  “Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way  live; turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?” 

• 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 
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The Will of Man 
What is man’s will? Where does it lead? 

1. Freedom from the Revealed Will of 
God - You Are Able (Free) to Disobey 

Man’s Will - without God - old man, flesh, sin, deaf, 
blinded, enslaved, captive, dead, evil, wicked, foolish 

Disobeying God’s Revealed Will - Leads to Hell 
1 John 2:16–17 “For all that is in the world—the desires of 
the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world. [17] And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the 
will of God abides forever.” 

Man’s Free Choice - that you will answer for, whether in 
ignorance, or willful disobedience or disregard 

2. Freedom in the Will of God - Life 

Man’s Will - in-dwelt by the Spirit - new man, spirit, 
forgiven, righteous, holy, hears, sees, free, alive, wise 

Yielded to God’s Plan - Humility 
Jeremiah 10:23-24 “I know, O LORD, that the way of man is not 
in himself, that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.” 

Yielded to God’s Voice - Trust 
Romans 12:2 “you may discern what is the will of God” 

Yielded to God’s Heart -  Love 
Ephesians 6:5–6 “doing the will of God from the heart” 

3 Steps to Know the Will of God 

1. What does the Bible say?  Psalm 119 
A command to obey? A sin to avoid? Wisdom to heed? 

2. What does godly counsel say? 
• Those who know you best.  
• Those who know the Bible well.  
• Those who you know will pray for you. 
• Those who you know will speak the truth, in love, even 

when it’s tough. 
Proverbs 15:22 “Without counsel plans fail, but with many 
advisers they succeed.” 

3. What does the Holy Spirit say? 
1 John 4:1–6 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit…” 

NOTE: The Dangers of Misstepping  

NOTE: The Dangers of Disregarding 

But When You Do Misstep… 
Jeremiah 10:24 “Correct me, O LORD, but in justice; 
not in your anger,  lest you bring me to nothing” 
- Admit Your Sin 
- Confess Your Need 
- Receive His Forgiveness, Healing, & Strength 
- Learn & Live 
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More Helpful Verses:  
Romans 8:21 “that the creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God.” 

Galatians 5:1 “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand 
firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.” 

Proverbs 16:1–9 “The plans of the heart belong to man, but 
the answer of the tongue is from the LORD. [2] All the ways 
of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the 
spirit. [3] Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans 
will be established. [4] The LORD has made everything for 
its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble. [5] 
Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the 
LORD; be assured, he will not go unpunished. [6] By 
steadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for, and by 
the fear of the LORD one turns away from evil. [7] When a 
man's ways please the LORD, he makes even his enemies to 
be at peace with him. [8] Better is a little with 
righteousness than great revenues with injustice. [9] The 
heart of man plans his way, but the LORD 
establishes his steps.” (ESV) 

Proverbs 15:22 “Without counsel plans fail, but with many 
advisers they succeed.” (ESV) 

Psalm 32:8–9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. [9] 
Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay 
near you.”
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